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more knowledge of style, and experience in form.
I made, however, a small model of Mars and
Cupid, which he approved of, and said that I might
model it on a large scale. His advice to me was,
to take care not to imitate his style, nor to study
his works too much; he added, " the best counsel
I can give you is to copy nature, but at the same
time you are working from the life, go constantly
and look at the antique ; not to model copies from
any of the statues, but always to examine them,
and that carefully, until you have gained a perfect
knowledge of their principles, and are aware of all
their perfection." He also added that I must go
often to the studios of the sculptors around me;
all their studios being open, " but," he said, " first
of all go as frequently as you can to Thorwaldsen;
he is a very great artist."
In a letter which I wrote to Mr. Roscoe, dated
May 1818, I said, "I shall see more, I shall do
more, and I shall write more said I to myself; and
thus time flies away without my addressing my
earliest friend. Now I have not forgotten the
pathways that lead to Allerton. I have not for-
gotten your early attentions to me, and which
brought me to the notice of those friends whose
generosity has opened the gates of Rome to me.
"Yes, here I am, and could be contented for
ever in Rome, for I like it more and more. I have
not yet seen the third part of what this city contains,